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3.  In constructing the post a bamboo stockade was first put up all round.
This could be done very quickly and cheaply by the Burmese, and it formed a
good obstacle against assault or a hidden rush at night.    The parapet was
then proceeded with, the flanks on which the sentries were posted being com-
pleted first.

4.  As the bamboo stockade is not strong enough to act as a revetment
to the interior slope of the parapet, the latter was made the natural slope of
the soil, and the space between it and the stockade filled in with thorns or
prickly pear.

5.  At 4J feet high a horizontal bamboo was run along the stockade
forming a rest on which the men could lay their rifles in firing.    Below this
bamboo the stockade was made of close work and above of open work, thus
leaving intervals through which the rifles could be fired.

6.  A very efficient obstacle was formed of bamboo spikes, the pointed
ends being charred to harden and preserve them.    These placed on the berm
and in front of the ditch at irregular intervals become almost impassable at
night, and on many occasions inflicted most severe wounds on people trying
to cross them.

7.  Transport animals   were  generally placed  outside  the   post  in   a
stockade enclosure, the sides of which were flanked from the parapet.    As
the garrisons at posts  were from one  cause and another constantly being
varied, it became necessary to alter posts as soon as they were completed.
As a rule, it was found sufficient to protect extensions with a bamboo stockade
only, but in disturbed districts where an attack was likely the post was re-
designed to suit the increased garrison.

8. In some cases it was possible to utilize pagoda walled enclosures
as small strong positions for the garrison to rendezvous in if attacked. These
positions, connected by bamboo stockades which they flanked, made verv
good and cheap defensive posts. In other cases brick buildings were avail-
able for use in the flanks of posts. These walls and buildings were rendered
defensible in the usual way.

9. At some unhealthy places where it was desirable to reduce the gar-
rison to the lowest limit, blockhouses were constructed to hold twenty men.
These were designed and made up in Mandalay, and the materials, witli
Chinese carpenters to erect them, sent to the place in question.

The bamboo stockade had the great fault that it could be easily cut
down by the Burman using his dah. The description of stockade used by
the Burmans about Wuntho and Bhamo was, however, very difficult to cut
down. This stockade, which is believed to have come originally from China
was really a very formidable obstacle, and was used by the Engineers when.*
ever they could get Burmans who were accustomed to construct it. A des-
cription of the stockade at Tigyaing will explain the nature of these wo rim